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7% city elders say abuse exists, only 9% admit to being victims: Survey

Mohua.Das@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: A Parsi family rues
how they had failed torecogni-
sethe warning signs when the-
ir 90-year-old unmarried aunt
living alone in a south Mum-
bai apartment had first comp-
lained about being bullied by
her otherwise genial live-in
maid a few months ago. “It ca-
me as a surprise because she
was usually guite polite and
respectful in front of visitors,
Given how seniors can someti-
mes be chronic complainers
and undergo difficult mood
swings, we decided to not let
the maid go,” said her nephew:
Persistent complaints of dis-

58% OF THEM SAY IN&OME ADEQI.IATE

300 seniors surveyed in Mumbai from
4 different wards. Survey results

» T9% not working, even as 37.5% say
have access to employment opportunity

> 26% willing to work after retirement

> 58% say income adequate (52%
nationally reported inadequate income)

» 67% report abuse, 9% say are victims

» Nationally, 67% reported not having a
health cover; 13% under govt schemes

tress including scratch marks
on her back and bruises aro-
und her genital arearaised the

red flags that eventually pus-
hed the family to wake up to
“unprecedented levels” of el-

der abuse, expel the maid and
seek appropriate care,

While these are not stray
incidents anvmore, evidence
from Helpage India’s latest re-
port ‘Bridge the Gap: Under-
standing Elder Needs' that
wasreleased ahead of the Wor-
ld Elder Abuse Awareness Day
on June 15, show age and geri-
atric debilitation make them
soft targets of emotional, phy-
sical and social abuse that co-
uld range from physical assa-
ult to neglect, food refusal to fi-
nancial deprivation, and in-
sult to separation from family

As head of HelpAge India
in Maharashtra and Goa that
specialises in elder care, these

RISING TIDAL LINE RISKS SINKING
MARINE DRIVE IN JUST 28 YEARS
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It is well-established by now that sea-level rise due to global warming WI" put cnastal
cities around the world at risk of flooding. In the recent past, several authorities have
projected Mumbai's coastal areas to go under water within a hundred years. Now, a
risk assessment agency has mapped what the scene might look like in as little time as
2050 unless mitigating steps are adopted. Vaishnavi Chandrashekhar reports

MAIN FINDINGS: ABOUT 2,500 BUILDINGS AT RISK

South

.
Marine _/

THE STUDY: The agency RMSI car-
ried out a ‘What If' modelling study
to visualize what Mumbai’s shoreline
could look like in 2050 if sea levels
rise by 300mm relative to 1986-2005

LN
WHAT THE STUDY DOESN'T SHOW

The study paints a possibility; groundwater extraction or
global projections may not
predict local changes well

heavy buildings)
B The impact of Coastal Road

city would be less at risk

B If interventions are made
to protect the shoreline, the

reclamations has not been
accounted for. Whether it will
he a huffer from sea level rise

factors couldn't be ac-

land subsidence (sinking
of land over time due to

B Due to lack of data, local

counted for. Those include

or cause it more is not clear

¥ The study used satellite
data on land elevation, but
ground level measurements
are more accurate
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§ Potential coastline
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Potential coastline
by 2050 considering
high tide

Other inundation
spots | Clusters next to Mahim Fort,
Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust, Charni
Road Raitway Station, Homi Bhabha
Road, Dorabaji Tata Road, Netaji
Subhash Chandra Road, Chowpatty
Seaface, Walkeshwar Road, Danda
Seaface Promenade, Raj Bhavan
Road, Birla Lane, Danda-Juhu-
Versova beach walk

These batspots are unlikely 1o

change much even with differeat
projections

possible interventions in the fulure

le
st ons
-- Maidan

I Of all coastal cities in
India, Mumbai is most
at risk due toits high
() number of buildings
close to the shoreline

§ The next city on the
list is Kochi, with 464
buildings and 10km of
road at risk of inunda-
tion at non-high tide

Development matters |
Some cities may be
- more low-lying than

! Mumbai or Kochi, but
' they have few develop-
ments exposed to risk

Marine Drive in 1975: It has largely remained unchanged
since its iconic Art Deco buildings were built in the 1930s
and 1940s. But now it is threatened by rising sea levels

This projection is based on a no-intervention
scenario — what would the shoreline look like
if we did nothing to prevent the impact of sea level
rise. The purpose of this study is to make people
think about the issue, and think about interventions
Pushpendra Johari | senior VICE-PRESIDENT, SUSTAINABILITY, RMSI

are frightening stories that
Prakash Borgaonkar encoun-
tersfrequentlybeitathome, in
the streets, or old-age homes.
Compared to the national ave-
rage of 59% elders who agreed
elder abuse was rampant, in
Mumbai 67 % of the elderly su-
rveved said it is prevalent and
that the “biggest” perpetrato-
rs were their sons and daugh-
ters-in-law. However, a troubli-
ng proportion of those survey-
ed don't actually see themselv-
es as abused or recognise har-
mful behaviour as abuse. Only
9%, saw themselves as vietims.

The dip-stick study based
on a sample size of 4,399 elder
respondents across 22 cities to

understand “the overarching
gaps in income, emplovment,
health, safety and social and
digital inclusion of elderly™
revealed another significant
problem that regrettably slips
under the radar too often. Ac-
cording to the findings, 71% of
the elders were not working
although 36% elders were wil-
ling to work and 40% of them
want to work “as long as pos-
gible”, In Mumbai where 300
individuals across four wards
were surveyed, the number of
elders not working was 79%
even as 37% said they had ac-
cess to employment opportu-

nities while 26% were willing
to work after their retirement.

While 70% of Mumbai's el
ders felt financially secure
and 58% said their income was
adequate compared to the na-
tional statistics of 52% elders
reporting inadequate income,
dearth of employment oppor-
tunities along with increase in
life expectancy, and rising me-
dical expenses were leading
causes for decline in the finan-
cial abilities of India’s elder
population who rely on perso-
nal savings for their post-reti-
rement living expenses.

Sitting ramrod straight,
(Gita Parkar (64) who retired as
a primary school teacher four
years ago, points at her hands
and feet to illustrate why she

isn’t so different from her yo-
unger counterparts, “I'm a di-
vorcee living with my daugh-
ter; a software engineer, who
lost her job in the pandemic.
To stay afloat we've setup a sn-
ack stall but why should I be
deprived the security of a job
and a sense of purpose just be-
cause I'm past retirement
age?" she asked. “The average
life expectancy has gone up to
70 vears of age but if they're
made to retire at 60, how do
they survive? Elders today do-
n't wantto be looked at throug-
h the lens of sympathy and de-
pendency,” said Borgaonkar,
stressing on the need to extend
mandatory retirement age.
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Rural stint binding for MBBS

grads, penalty to skip it nixed

Hemali.Chhapia@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: A decades-old sy-
stem of allowing new doctors
to skip serving in rural areas
for a vear in lieu of paying a
Rs 10-lakh penalty has been
stopped.

Medical and dental stu-
dents who join public colleges
from 2022 and those availing of
reservation and fee conces-
sion in private institutes will
have to mandatorily serve in
the interior pockets of Maha-
rashira.

The decision will channel
about 3,600 MBBS graduates
into the rural system four-
and-a-half vears from now
Thelion's share — 2,800 — will
be from the public medical
schools and another 800 will
be from private colleges.

Data shows close to 60%
candidates in Maharashtrado
not service the rural bond. Of
them, merely 20% -30% pay the
penalty:

The introduoction of the
bond was seeded in the tough
times faced during the India-
Pakistan war of 1971. Pune’'s
Armed Forces Medical Colle-
ge (AFMC) had turned to Ma-
harashtra for doctors. “Not

HOW DIFFERENT
STATESDO IT

No Bond

Delhi | Chandigarh |
Andhra Pradesh state
colleges | Jammu Kashmir

1-Year Bond

Goa | 710 lakh penalty if
not served

Karnataka | 710L

Madhya Pradesh | 710L

2-Year Bond | 5-Year Bond
Rajasthan Meghalaya
| 25L | 230L
Uttar Pradesh | - Tripura |
| z10L 7200

many stepped up to serve at
the border. Sothe rural service
was a national call and was in-
troduced in the aftermath
(1972). Maharashtra was the
first state to implement it,” re-
called DrPravin Shingare, for-
mer head of the Directorate of
Medical Education and Rese-
arch (DMER).

During the Covid pande-
mic, the state was left grapp-
ling for doctors in rural pock-
ets. “Hence, the state took the
decision to make the bond ma-
ndatory,” said a DMER officer.

Rough estimates indicate
that of 100 patients who visita
primary healthcare centre,

many are referred to a cottage
hospital, then to a sub-district
hospital, and finally a civil ho-
spital. About 20% need to co-
me all the way to amedical col-
lege hospital. “If we have mo-
re MBBS graduatesinthese lo-
wer-rung medical centres, the
service of specialists will im-
prove. What makes me happy
is that the attitude that you
can pay the government and
do away with the mandatory
bond is now over. When doc-
tors see the suffering of poor
patients, many will automati-
cally realise that they are nee-
ded in these underserved
pockets,” said Shingare,

Currently, the state does
not enforce the rural bond on
MBBS graduates if they get
admission within two at-
tempts to a post-graduate pro-
gramme. They are permitted
to postpone their rural bond
and serve it after PG or super-
specialty This has turned into
an escape hatch for many.

A Bombay high court or-
dersays candidates must be gi-
ven posts in their field of su-
per specialty for their rural
service. “Most primary healt-
hcare centres don't have de-
partments like ENT. dermato-
logy, surgery, ophthalmology.
So, with no positions there,
many candidates just escape
the bond,” added Shingare.

Sudha Shenoy, a parent re-
presentative, said: “For years,
the state has tried to maintain
a good balance between stude-
nis’ careers and ensuring go-
od healthcare in rural areas.
This decision was long over-
due.”

Another parent, Brijesh
Sutaria, said: “This will bene-
fit villages. The state has been
timely in issuing the GR much
before the NEET UG 2022 ex-
ams and before starting the co-
unselling process.”

Even the towering personality won't
like the student being kept in jail: HC

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Hearing a writ peti-
tion by Nashik pharmacy stu-
dent Nikhil Bhamre over the
number of FIRs against him
over a tweet, a bench of Justi-
ces S5 5 Shinde and Milind Jad-
havy wondered how a person
was Kept in prison for a month
over this and what gave rise to
the FIR.

“If vou start taking actions
like this, yvouend up damaging
the name of the person who
has received the second hig-
hest civilian award—a Padma
Vibhushan. Eventhetowering
personality (indicating Sha-
rad Pawar but not taking his

name) will not like a siudent
being kept in jail. We do not
want the towering personali-
tv's reputation to go down,”
the bench said.

Public prosecutor Aruna
Paisaid she would “take in-
structions” from police
and the home department
afterthecourtasked for its
stand on giving no objecti-
on to release Bhamre
from custody “In our
humble opinion, the gr-
ace of the state will be sa-
ved if yvou come and make this
statement” the bench told Pai.

The matter was scheduled
for a hearingon Tuesday, but it
did not take place. The police

had come prepared with a
chart of cases to show there
are six criminal cases registe-
red against Bhamre and one
alleged antecedent. Bhamre's
counsel Anirudh Ganu said he
will seek an urgent hearing
on Wednesday or an early
date this week.

In the first
FIR registered
by Naupada
police station on Mav
13against Bhamre, an

NCP member alleged
his May 11 tweet was against
NCP chief Pawar. Bhamre was
arrested for promotingenmity
between groups and state-

ments leading to public mi-

schief. Four FIRs followed and
criminal defamation was ad-
ded to the charges against
him. On June 1, a Thane trial
court rejected bail, saying it
would affect the police probe.
The magistrate factored in a
“previous” FIR against Bham-
re for allegedly publishing ob-
scene photos and noted he isa
“habitual” offender. Days la-
ter, Bhamre got bail in the pho-
tos case.

Actor Ketaki Chitale, who-
se quashing petition was adjo-
wrned to Wednesday, faces
over 20 FIRs and four non-
congnizable cases in similar
charges and also has been be-
hind bars for a month.

T’k Covid dropouts in state, Sub-variants unlikely to cause havoc, say
schools must check on them”

Sandhya.Nair@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: With more than
17,000 children dropping out
of formal education last year
during the pandemice, schools
have been asked to keep tabs
on students who are unlikely
fo return to their classrooms
this year. Schools across the
state reopen for the academic
vear 2022-23 on Wednesday:
The *Bal Rakshak’ app de-
veloped by the State Council
of Educational Research and
Training (SCERT) in part-
nership with Tata Trust in
September last year found
7.806 more children in the 6-14
age group who have never go-
ne to school. Of these, the ma-
joritv—4,076—are boys and
mostly children of casual lab-
ourers at construction sites.
The app that is linked to
the student database portal
SARAL (Simple, All Inclusi-
ve, Real Time, Action Orien-
ted, Long Lasting) found that
17,397 children, including
8,389 girls, dropped out of sch-
ool after attending online or
offline classes briefly last ve-
ar. Schools have been asked to
continue looking for them.
Teachersare already arm-
ed with information about th-
eirmissingstudents. They ha-
ve been told to track down mi-
gsing students and ensure th-

Some non-state board schools
go online as cases start rising

Mumbai: A few schools, especially non-state boards, which
reopened on June 1 have temporarily moved higher classes
online due to rising cases of Covid-19 infections.

An ICSE school in south Mumbai, for instance, has mo-
ved classes online for its middle and senior secondary stu-
dents from June 16 to 22, Students would return to physical
classes from June 23 after getting negative RT-PCR reports.
Studentsof other classes will continue to attend offline scho-
ol. The state Covid-19 protocol allows schools to move some
classes online in case students of a particular class or stan-

dard test positive. Tun

ey either get back to school or
are enrolled in their current
placeof residence. “Thaveone
student who has not reported
to class (standard 3) since last
vear. The child is in Haryvana
with hissingle mother. Weare
asking her to get her son ad-
mitted to a school there,” said
ateacher of a Malad school

On enrolment 1n a school,
the child’'s details, including
Aadhar card, are uploaded on
the SARAL portal,

Lastyear, some schools co-
uld not upload details due to
delay in obtaining Aadhar
(from centres) due to the pan-
demic. Issues like duplication
of Aadhar and correction of
students’ details were addres-
sed last year,

Education officers across

districts have beendirected to
visit areas where casual wor-
kers are emploved, to get chil-
dren enrolled in schools. A st-
ate education officer said a
student remains on the en-
rollment list till September 30
when the SARAL portal 1s up-
dated for the academic vear.

Principals said under Rig-
ht to Education (RTE) Act, sc-
hools cannot simply strike off
a student from the rolls. “The
school has to either bring the
child back or ensure the child
1s admitted to another after
taking the leaving certificate
from the current school.”

Meanwhile, as schools re-
open, 5.4 crore textbooks have
been distributed among class
1-8 students of aided schools
in the state.

experts as active cases continue to rise

Sumitra.DebRoy@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: The Centre has told
states that BA.2.12.1 (a subvari-
ant of BA.2; both descended
fromOmicron), BAS, and BA.4
arerising in prevalence global-
lv and some have been found in
the country “BA.2.12.1 is dri-
ving the surge in North Ameri-
ca... few (cases have been)
identified in Maharashtra and
Tamil Nadu,” read the Cent-
re'snote.

Maharashtra’s public he-
alth department has confir-
med the presence of BA.S and
BA.4 in 15 patients, including
two cases confirmed in Thane
on Tuesday. The department
hasnot vet officially commumni-
cated the presenceof BA.212.1.
But sources told TOI BA.2.121
has been found in Pune and a
few other districts, though in
negligible numbers. “BA.2
continues to be the most pro-
minent variant in Maharash-
tra, followed by BA.2.38," the
department said on Tuesdav

Virologist Shahid Jameel
told TOT that Omicron diver-
red Into two lineages, BA.1 and
BA.2. Thelatter moved quickly
as it transmitted better and
evaded pre-existing immunity
better: Now, BA.2 has diversifi-
ed into many mutations and
BA 2121 is a prominent one.
“These are essentially vari-
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ants and subvariants of Om-
icron and are unlikely to cause
havoc in a population largely
vaccinated,”

he said, adding

that surveillance must conti-
nue.

In the US, where BA.2 was
themostdominantstrain early

this vear; BA.2.12.1. has gradu-
ally topped it in three months.
As per recent CDC findings,
BA.2.12.1now accounts for 62%

of US cases. It has not been as-
sociated with higher severity.
*(zoing by mutations, BA.4 &5
will probably evade immunity
better than Ba.l.12.1 and that's
probably why we are seeing an
increased spread,” he said.

I Rajesh Karyakarte, he-
ad of microbiology at Pune’s
Bd Govt Medical College, said
samples studied till May show
the prevalence of original Om-
icron and BA.2 largely. But the
June samples may tell a diffe-
rent story “Asvariants acquire
more mutations, we will conti-
nue to see newer lineages. And
whenever anew variant comes
with a better survival advanta-
ge, it is fitter and generally re
places the previousone,” hesa-
id. “The parameter to gauge
should be hospitalizations and
deaths.” He said they have stu-
died all BA.4 and BA.5 cases in
the state and found that none
required hospitalisation, oxy-
genor ICUcare,

The Thane patients, a 28-ve-
ar-old woman and a 32-vear-old
man, infected with BA.5, had
tested positive between May 28
and 30 and were gquarantined.
“The duo have no travel histo-
ry and are fully vaccinated,”
said Gangadhar Parage, Tha-
ne district health officer, ad-
ding that people should follow
Covid-appropriate behavior,

(Tnputs by Manoj Badgeri)
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