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Drones to the Fore to

Track Wildlife, Assess

Forest Resources

Global GIS consulting firm RMSI partners
with Assam govt for fauna, flora protection

Dia.Rekhi@timesgroup.com

Chennai: How does Assam plan to
protect its fauna and flora? By us-
ing drones to monitor and track
wildlife and stray animals, assess
forest resources and plantations,
prevent poaching, and detect en
croachments among others.

The northeastern state has roped
n global geographic indormation
svstems(GIS) consulting company
ENs] to recommend competitive
technical specifications for drones
o be used for wildlife conservation
and forest and plantation monitor
Ing, a top executive at the firm told
ET. The company will “evaluate
different drone technologies and
different platforms to see which is
the most appropriate one for wild-
life management”, Anup Jindal,
CEQ and joint managing director
of RMSI, said.

Assam is among a handful states
toutilise drones for forest manage
ment, and its four-vear project with
E&ISI to develop a forest and plan
fation information management
svaitem for the Assam Project for
Forest and Biodiversity Conserva-
tion { AFFBC) using thie latest tech-
nologies is perhaps the most exten-
sive one vel in the coumtry

“This is the first time drones are
being used in Mlfilling kev objec-
tives of wildlife conservation and
plantation monitoring, inclhoding
conducting wildlife surveillance,
tracking and monitoring stray ani-
mals, detecting encroachments,
and assessing forest resources”
Jindal said, The idea is to track and
protect wildlife and possibly forma
blueprint that can be adopted by
otherstates, he sajd.

For technical evaluation, RMSI
has done proof of concept (POC) to
validate the feasibility and effec-
tiveness of different drone options
and various payloads tooverseeand
maintain multiple forest resources
and wildlife conservation aspects,
Jindal said. "The five key objectives
for the POC include: monitoring
plantations, conducting wildlife
surveillance, tracking and monitor
Ing stray animals, detecting en-
croachments, and assessing forest
rescirces,” he zaid. “Through ad-
vanced cameras and sensors, valua-

Helping Hand

HOW CANDROMES HELP IN
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION?

India is home Io 3 Large number of ti-
gers. leapards, panthers and ele-
phants, Though it welcomes many
tourists to its many national parks
and reserves every year, it continues
to struggle to maintain its wildlife and
forest areas, with multiple cases of il-
legal poaching being registered every
year. Drones can be vsed in the

urce: Wi report

Poaching, illegal trade can
be curbed through round-
the-clock monitoring of
threatened species

MANAGING HUMAN-WILD-
LIFE CONFLICT

Regular surveillance of
both protected and unpro-
tected forest areas for
wildlite movement will re-
duce the possibility of hu-
man and wildlife conflict

FOREST PROTECTION

Heat maps generated
through thermal sensors
can detect forest fires,
while time-lapse studies of
forest cover can highlight
deforestation, afforesta-
tion and encroachment

ble data was gathered to generate
comprehensive reports on the for-
est's sirveillance, health, and well-
being and its inhabitants.”
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